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This newsletter is an invitation to build literary friendships and
foster collaboration within the haiku community of BC and the
Territories... and beyond! Bonne lecture!                                                         

Good day to you all, Bonjour à tous et à toutes!

“Falling” for Fall... for colours, colors, couleurs whatever the “hues” of your language.

Are you ready for number 8? Placed horizontally, the number 8 is also the symbol of
infinity. Oh! How I would love to stretch this season a little longer... maybe not
indefinitely but just enough that I can soak up this beautiful golden light. But we all
know that the only consistency is change. As Churchill said “the short words are the
best” so here it is for you to read: a last slice of autumn’s golden poetry before we move
on to the silvery season. Enjoy!

All my gratitude to poet Terry  Ann Carter who agreed to answer the Proust-inspired
questionnaire and shared her poetry and beautiful paper creations. 

Don’t forget to fill in the survey about the second annual virtual reading (taking place in
December) and to send your poetry my way for the warm/cold haiku challenge for the
Winter Issue. You have until November 15 to send your poems!

As always, I couldn’t offer you this newsletter without the invaluable help of Ruth Powell,
proofreader extraordinaire. As always, it is a pleasure to offer you this edition and we
hope that you will like it!
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I went to listen...and discovered it was a
monk chanting haiku. I knew nothing
about haiku at the time but I was
certainly inspired by the chanting.

Terry Ann Carter

1. What is your idea of a perfect haiku?
A perfect haiku ( although I hesitate on the word perfect) is one that just falls...
completely formed, with both the phrase and fragment having an organic kind of flow.

Freely adapted from the thirty-five questions Proust originally answered in 1890. 
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3. Could you share how you discovered poetry or haiku? 

Years ago I was attending a conference at University of
Toronto and I walked by Hart House and heard some chanting. 

2. What is currently your favorite short form?
My favourite short form is the three lined haiku, but I have also published two books of haibun.
I very much like this form, too.

I began some research and then I found some haiku poets living in
Ottawa. I joined Haiku Canada (and later became president).
Marianne Bluger and I started KaDo Ottawa to be more involved
with community.It is still going to this day.



4. Favorite season (or kigo)? Autumn.

5. What do you particularly like about your region (Vancouver Island)?
I love my island life. I'm close to the ocean.

6. Favorite ginkgo walk?

My favourite ginkgo is walking through Thetis Lake Regional Park,

which is right around the corner from me.

7.What is the quality you most
like in poet? 

The quality I most like in a poet is
what I most like in a person: 

an appreciation and deep
seated respect for life....

which turns up in a compassion
for others, a sense of humour and
adventure, and a gorgeous
positivity. 

8. Which writer would you like

to invite for a ginkgo walk?

I would love to invite Chiyo-ni 

😍

.
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Image: Chiyo-ni standing beside a well. This
woodcut by Utagawa Kuniyoshi illustrates her
most famous haiku: finding a bucket entangled in
the vines of a morning glory, she will go ask for
water rather than disturb the flower.Today, the
morning glory is a favorite flower for the people
of her home town, because she left a number of
poems on that flower. 
Source: Wikipedia on  Fukuda Chiyo-ni.

Japanese poet- born in Matto, Kaga Province
(now Hakusan, Ishikawa Prefecture), in February
1703, the eldest daughter of a scroll mounter. At
an early age, Chiyo-ni was introduced to art and
poetry, and she began writing haiku poetry at the
age of seven. By the age of seventeen, she had
become very popular all over Japan for her poetry.

Her poems, although mostly dealing with nature,
work for a unity of nature with humanity. Her own
life was that of the haikai poets who made their
lives and the world they lived in one with
themselves, living a simple and humble life. She
was able to make connections by being observant
and carefully studying the unique things around
her ordinary world and writing them down.

At age twelve, Chiyo-ni studied under two haiku
poets who had themselves apprenticed with the
great poet Matsuo Bashō, and many in her time
saw her as one of Bashō's true heirs, both in her
poetry and in her humble attitude of warm
awareness toward the world and her simple living.
She studied Basho's style of writing poems in her
early years, although she did develop on her own
as an independent figure with her own unique
voice.

Chiyo-ni 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morning_glory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fukuda_Chiyo-ni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fukuda_Chiyo-ni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fukuda_Chiyo-ni


9. Tell us how you became coordinator for your haiku group and tell us about your

vision, your projects.
I became a coordinator for Haiku Arbutus when my classes (in Japanese literary forms) at
Royal Roads University came to a close. Participants wanted to continue and so Haiku
Arbutus was created. I had just moved to Victoria (from Ottawa) and this was a wonderful
way to (also) meet like minded people. This is our tenth year, and to celebrate, Sidney
Bending (an HA member) and I are putting a small anthology of poems together. We'll be
launching it at our autumn meeting, in October.

10. What project are you currently working on?

I'm currently working on several projects. 
One is an anthology of poems about the Sylvia Hotel in Vancouver. 

Another is a collaboration with an educator friend. She is
compiling some essays on teaching and I'm providing haiku to form
haibun. 
The collection is called "The T' Ching". 

I'm also working on a sequel to my collection of lyric poems "A
Crazy Man Thinks He's Ernest in Paris" ( Black Moss Press, 2011)
about my schizophrenic brother.
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11. A fantastic grant allows you to choose a writing retreat destination, where would you go?
I would love to have a writing retreat in a fifteenth century monastery in the north of Italy.
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13. What do you consider your greatest achievement? 

Speaking of children. my greatest achievement is my two boys who have grown into
exceptional young men: balanced, caring, professional, humourous. They (and their wives)
plus my two grandchildren are such a joy for me. I love them all to bits. 
(Of course, I had a bit of partnering with this project 😁)

If you are speaking about a literary achievement it would have to be my history of haiku in
Canada published by Ekstasis Editions in 2020 which would never have seen publication
without the expertise and dedication of my good friend, Philomene Kocher, who is one
wicked copy editor.

12. When and where were you happiest? 

I was happiest when my children were quite little and I lived in
Ottawa...although I have to say, I'm quite happy right now, also.

14. When it comes to writing, how do you deal with selection/rejection? 
Rejection never bothers me. I just move on. I know it's part of the writing game.

Believe in yourself ...don't give up. 
It takes a while to understand the whole writing process.

I love to pass on this haiku whenever I'm instructing beginners:
 

Oh snail
climb Mt. Fuji

but slowly, slowly
                                                              

                            Issa
                                                             translation by Sam Hamil

 

Pearls  of wisdom
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alone in Tokyo
even the chopsticks

in pairs
 

                                                                                         Terry Ann Carter
                                                                                         in Tokaido (Red Moon Press, 2017)

Haiku on paper bowl by Terry Ann Carter



15. Which talent would you most like to have? 
I would love to be able to draw.
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My favourite bookmark is a
card that my granddaughter
made when she was just three.
It's her hand covered in paint
to look like a turkey.

17. What are your favorite themes or your main source
of inspiration when writing haiku?

Seasons and all the activities within each season. I
sometimes use a special dictionary (saijiki) to help me
remember particular seasonal words (kigo). 

(when I cross to visit family or friends in Vancouver). 
People can be outrageous. Hilarious. Fun.

18. You are part of a volunteer group that reads to
rescue dogs in your local animal shelter, what title
would you read to them? 

I wouldn't read "Old Yeller" 😁

16. Your friends want to surprise you with a
perfect meal. What would it be? 

A perfect meal would be roasted chicken with
rosemary and beets and sweet potato on the side.
Baklava for dessert.

I am also very much intrigued by
personal behaviour and

especially quirks of eccentric
folks. I love to eavesdrop on
conversations on the ferry



19. If you were to be an element of nature, what would it be?

If I were to be an element of nature it would be rain...a gentle kind of spring
rain, nothing like a torrential flood. I love the idea of nurturing the fields and
crops, the trees and flowers.

20.You find a treasure while hiking. What is it? 

A treasure I would love to find while hiking is the recipe for world peace.
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21. When not writing you are…

When I'm not writing I'm in " Studio O" (the O stands for
Oba....which is what my grandkids call me). I'm a bit of a paper
artist and I love to create book arts, and paper wind chimes,
puppets, bowls, and ephemera. You can find more about my
paper art and poetry at: www.terryanncarter.com

I am connected to all the seasons. 

I try to honour the season I'm in by
writing haiku on my morning
walks. 

I think seasonal words are
embedded in my poetry, but I write
pretty much what I experience
through my senses... there's quite a
few senryū in the mix.

https://www.terryanncarter.com/
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Paper creations 
by Terry Ann Carter

www.terryanncarter.com
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bc-territories@haikucanada.org

Submit online by email or QR code

Next haiku challenge on cold/warm before November 15.
Prochain défi haïku sur le chaud/froid avant le 15 novembre.

haiku o haïku

coffee grounds
in compost ---the scent of
many guests

Mary L.Leopkey
Texada Island (BC/C.-B)

mailto:bc-territories@haikucanada.org
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floor exercises
crickets
in a field

                      Louise Carson
              Saint-Lazare (Québec)

high-altitude lake
a wasp drowned

in my beer

Jean-Hughes Chevy
(France)
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ancestral stories
in a world beyond
islands in a river

Cheryl Ashley
Nanaimo (BC/C.-B)
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hidden in blossoms
just one sparrow 
singing loudly in the rain 

elehna de sousa
VCBF Highly Commended 2006

Salt Spring Island (BC/C.-B) 

hearts bleeding in my garden

Cheryl Ashley
Nanaimo (BC/C.-B)



Poésie Franco Ouestienne 1974-2024
Sous la direction de J.R. Léveillé (Les Éditions du Blé)
Gaspard Amée (C.-B) et Sandra St-Laurent (Yukon) sont deux haïkistes de notre région à faire partie
de cette anthologie courant 50 ans de poésie francophone dans les provinces de l’Ouest et les
Territoires du Nord canadiens (tous genres confondus).
Gaspard Amée (BC) and Sandra St-Laurent (Yukon) are two haiku poets from our region featured in
this anthology celebrating 50 years of french poetry in the western provinces and northern territories
(all genres included). 

Let's celebrate ! Célébrons!                                                            October/octobre 2024, no.8

hall of fame 
mur de la renommée

kjmunro
If you happen to attend the Frankfurt Book fair check this out!
Yukon Literature on Global Stage !!!
Synopsis: Originally, we planned to hold this event in 2020, when Canada
was the Guest of Honour Country at the Book Fair. Sadly, the woman who
spearheaded that plan, crime-fiction author Jessica Simon, passed away
unexpectedly in 2017. We were unable to bring her vision forward, for a
variety of reasons, until now! Elisabeth Weigand, Elke Reinauer, & kjmunro
will be presenting their own & some of Jessica’s work at this event. Hope to
see you there! More info:  kjmunro1560.wordpress.com

The Touchstone Award for Individual Poems. 
You have until December 31 to nominate your favorite poems!
It’s time to shine a light on your fellow poets!
Click here for more details or visit The Haiku Foundation website

Congratulations to these distinguished poets
who live in the BC and the Territories region!

Félicitations aux poètes de notre région qui se
sont illustrés.es récemment!

YouTube

Chasing sunlight (solstice haiku-Whitehorse)- After the book... the movie!
Following the publication of the group’s first chapbook Chasing Sunlight, watch
the immersive video inspired by the book that I had the pleasure to create! You
can have a sneak peek of the poems from Chasing Sunlight in this short video by
scanning this QR code or by clicking  on the underline text here.

Haiku Arbutus (Vancouver Island)- launch
Sat. October 20th at the Monterey Community Centre in Oak Bay, Victoria (BC).
Launch of “beyond mountains", the group’s anthology celebrates ten years of Haiku
Arbutus friendship and creativity.  
More info: terryanncarter3@gmail.com

https://thehaikufoundation.org/touchstone-poem-awards/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RveGqzv3vM


Journals and other publications

bottle rockets press, October 1-November 15

Drifting Sands Haibun Journal, October 1-31 (theme: Sharing Earth)

Failed haiku, November 10-25

Frogpond, November 1-30

l’ours dansant no.45 sur le ciel: 10 octobre/ no.46 sur toriawase: 10 nov.

L’estran no.3, en français. 31 octobre

Modern Haiku, November 15

Pulse- voice from the heart of medicine, October 1-31

Prune Juice (Antoinette Cheung and P.H.Fischer local editors!), October 1-31

Rattle Poetry- haibun special, October 18
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October
November

Contests / Concours
The Jane Reichhold Haiga Competition, October 15-20

7th Annual Basho-an International English Haiku Competition, October 31

REMINDER- click on any underlined
section to access  the submission detail
on their websites! visit the official websites
as information may change. 

RAPPEL- Cliquez sur les sections
surlignées pour savoir comment
soumettre un haïku sur leur site! 
Consulter les sites internet officiels car
l'information pourrait changer. 

some calls 

for submissions and contests

Ongoing on selected themes/ appels en continu
Asahi Haikuist Network, David McMurray curator 

GONG (en français)

Haiku in Action- Nick Virgilio Haiku Association

The Haiku Foundation- Haiku Dialogue (kjmunro local editor!)

Poetry Pea

Tricyle monthly haiku challenge

The Solitary Daisy (Michele Rule and Sally Quon local editors!)

octobre
novembre

https://theheronsnest.com/submit.html
https://www.bottlerocketspress.com/submission-guidelines
https://drifting-sands-haibun.org/submissions/
https://failedhaiku.com/submissions-guidelines/
https://www.hsa-haiku.org/frogpond/submissions.html
http://www.100pour100haiku.fr/
https://www.haikuspirit.org/lestran.html
https://www.modernhaiku.org/submissions.html
https://pulsevoices.org/submit/
https://prunejuicesenryu.com/
https://rattle.submittable.com/submit/291259/tribute-to-the-haibun
https://failedhaiku.com/2022/10/11/the-jane-reicchold-haiga-competition/
https://www.kcf.or.jp/basho/touku/form.php
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/special/haiku/
https://www.association-francophone-de-haiku.com/revue-gong/
https://www.nickvirgiliohaiku.org/blog/2020/haiku-in-action-submit-today
https://thehaikufoundation.org/haiku-dialogue-going-for-a-walk-on-top-of-the-world-mountains-long-list/
https://poetrypea.com/submissions-2023/
https://tricycle.org/haiku/
https://thesolitarydaisy.ca/about/


Building the Haiku Canada
Collection

archives@haikucanada.org

Publishing a haiku-related book? 
Donate one copy to the Haiku Canada Collection as part
of your distribution plan. Downsizing? Preparing for end of
life? You can help build the Haiku Canada Collection . . .

The Haiku Canada Collection, established in 2017, 
is located in British Columbia at the University of Victoria
Library, within Special Collections and University Archives.

Already donated, or intending to donate, your haiku
materials to another archive? Let us know, so that site and
your resources can be incorporated into the information
base of the Haiku Canada archives.

Archives Committee members:
Katherine Munro (Yukon)
Vicki McCullough (BC)

        Next Issue Winter 2024-2025
        Prochain numéro hiver 2024-2025

ANNUAL REGIONAL VIRTUAL READING 
BC-Territories (zoom)

It’s time to find a date for our regional virtual
reading taking place on December. 
Please enter your favorite dates in the poll here. 
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local meetings 
Haiku Arbutus
Victoria, BC, since 2014; 
meets quarterly; 
facilitated by Terry Ann Carter. 
Contact terryanncarter3@gmail.com

Vancouver Haiku Group
Vancouver, BC, since 2010; 
meets monthly. 
Visit the Vancouver Haiku Group Facebook page or
vancouverhaikugroup@gmail.com

Solstice Haiku                  
Whitehorse, YT, since 2014; 
meets monthly to share and discuss haiku; 
facilitated by Katherine Munro (kjmunro). 
Contact kjm.1560@gmail.com 

The next issue will cover the months of 
December 2024, January and February 2025

La prochaine édition couvrira les mois de décembre 2024,
janvier et février 2025.

ISSN 2817-6804

Sandra St-Laurent                                                      
regional coordinator
coordonnatrice régionale                        
bc-territories@haikucanada.org

We would like to acknowledge that Haiku:rage was designed
within the Traditional Territory of the Kwanlin Dün First Nation and
Ta’an Kwäch’än Council (Yukon Territory). Nous reconnaisons que
Haiku:rage a été réalisée sur le territoire ancestral des Premières
Nations de Kwanlin Dün et du Conseil de bande Ta’an Kwäch’än
(Yukon).

Haiku: rage -Regional Newsletter for Haiku Canada BC 
and Territories FALL 2024, no.8.
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